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The  Sabbath  in  the  Army  and  Navy. 

- - 

The  friends  of  the  Sabbath  held  successive  public  meetings  at  Sara¬ 
toga  Springs,  August  17,  18  and  19,  1862,  Hon.  Luther  Bradish  and 
David  Hoadley,  Esq.,  presiding.  They  were  numerously  attended  by 
gentlemen  from  various  parts  of  the  country.  In  accordance  with  the 
request  that  this  Committee  would  “  communicate  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting  to  our  National  and  State  authorities,  civil  and  military ; 
and  take  such  further  action  as  may  tend  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Christian  Sabbath  from  needless  profanation  in  the  time  of  war” — 
the  Committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  suggestions  : 

The  profound  interest  in  the  morals  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the 
gratitude  felt  for  every  indication  of  official  care  in  this  behalf,  have 
their  foundation  in  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  million  of  men  in  arms 
are  the  sons  and  brothers  of  the  Sabbath-keeping  population  of  the  loyal 
States,  who  have  left  their  homes  amidst  prayers  and  tears,  and  incurred 
the  hazards  and  temptations  of  the  camp.  Their  personal  dangers  are  little 
considered  by  millions  of  throbbing  hearts  at  home,  compared  with 
their  moral  perils.  Christian  patriotism  does  not  shrink  from  laying 
the  bodies  of  its  sons  on  the  altar  of  country :  their  souls  it  would  only, 
lay  on  the  altar  of  God.  Now,  the  conviction  is  as  universal  as  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  practical  Christian  morality,  that  the  habit  of  Sabbath  ob¬ 
servance  cannot  be  lost  without  imperiling  the  personal  virtues  ol 
which  it  is  the  established  index  and  support.  Wantonly  desecrated 
Sabbaths,  then,  import  little  less  to  the  home-circles  represented  in 
the  army  than  the  demoralization  and  ruin  of  the  carefully-trained 
youth  swelling  its  ranks.  It  would  seem  that  every  motive  of  honor, 
safety  and  duty  should  impel  the  Government  and  its  military  authori¬ 
ties  to  respect  this  sacred  feeling  and  to  avoid  a  policy  threatening  such 
disastrous  results. 

In  attempting  to  interpret  and  give  expression  to  the  Christian  sen. 
timent  of  the  country,  the  Committee  do  not  deem  it  needful  to  insist 
on  undue  strictness  of  Sabbath  observance  in  the  army.  Ample  dis¬ 
cretion  may  be  accorded  to  military  commanders  without  complaint 
on  the  part  of  citizens  and  soldiers,  where  the  palpable  aim  and  settled 
policy  are  manifest  to  secure  the  rights  of  a  brave  soldiery,  to  respect 
the  convictions  of  good  citizens,  and  to  defer  to  the  authority  of  the 
Great  Lawgiver.  It  is  simply  claimed  that  the  period  of  rest  and 
worship  to  which  our  citizen-soldiers  have  been  accustomed  at  home 
shall  not  be  thoughtlessly  or  needlessly  interrupted  by  camp,  fatigue  or 
field  duties ;  and  that,  under  all  ordinary  circumstances,  military  plans 
and  orders  shall  recognize  the  Sabbath  as  a  blank — a  dies  non — in 
W ar,  as  it  is  in  Law. 
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As  an  illustration  of  the  principle  for  which  we  plead,  the  Committee 
gratefully  refer  to  the  memorable  General  Orders  of  Major-General 
McClellan  (September  6,  1861)  and  Commodore  Foote  (December 
17,  1861),  which  were  hailed  with  joy  by  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  as 
they  were  by  the  people,  of  the  entire  country.  They  embody  the 
true  Sunday  regime  for  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  motives  for  adopt¬ 
ing  it.  The  rule  is  this :  the  suspension  of  all  work ;  the  avoidance 
of  all  unnecessary  movements  ;  attendance  on  divine  worship,  and  the 
promotion  by  officers  and  men  of  the  utmost  decorum  and  quiet — 
unless  an  attack  from  the  enemy  or  some  other  extreme  military  neces¬ 
sity  shall  compel  the  contrary.  The  motives  presented  in  these  Orders 
are :  the  necessity  of  one  day’s  rest  in  seven  for  men  and  animals ;  the 
fact  that  “discipline,  to  be  permanent,  must  be  based  on  moral  grounds 
the  recognition  of  “  our  sacred  duty  to  observe  the  holy  day  of  the 
God  of  Mercy  and  of  Battles,”  and  the  dependence  of  the  army  u  on 
the  benign  favor  of  the  Creator  while  fighting  in  a  holy  cause.” 

The  promulgation  of  these  General  Orders  may  be  regarded,  per¬ 
haps,  as  the  most  notable  moral  incident  of  this  stupendous  conflict. 
Through  all  the  gloom,  apprehension  and  disaster  of  the  past  twelve- 
month,  what  Christian  patriot  has  not  gathered  inspiration  and  hope 
from  the  fact  that  the  loyal  cause  had  been  measurably  redeemed  from 
association  with  license  and  disorder,  and  committed  to  the  only  career 
consistent  with  national  self-respect,  safety  or  ultimate  success.  It  is  a 
noteworthy  fact,  that,  amidst  the  tempest  of  detraction  which  has  raged 
in  military  and  political  skies,  and  notwithstanding  the  unscrupulous 
hostility  to  the  Sabbath  of  certain  interested  classes,  not  a  lisp  has 
been  heard  in  reprobation  of  these  Sunday  Orders,  or  against  the  offi¬ 
cers  issuing  them,  on  that  ground.  On  the  other  hand,  the  testimony 
is  abundant  that  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  who  have  thus 
sought  to  protect  the  rights  and  preserve  the  morals  of  the  men  under 
their  command,  have  won  for  themselves  that  enthusiastic  love  of  their 
followers  which  gives  the  surest  presage  of  victory  to  their  arms. 

In  the  light  of  facts  like  these,  is  it  too  much  to  claim  that  the  views 
embodied  in  the  General  Orders  referred  to  are  to  be  accepted  as  the 
expression  of  the  National  sentiment  respecting  the  Sabbath  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  ?  And  should  not  this  sentiment  take  the  form  of  law,  or 
find  utterance  in  the  permanent  Regulations  of  the  Military  and  Naval 
service?  May  not  the  enlistment  of  600,000  new  recruits  furnish 
a  fit  occasion  for  incorporating  in  the  Articles  of  War,  or  in  some 
suitable  General  Order  of  the  General  or  Commander-in-Chief,  the 
vital  principles  enunciated  in  subordinate  relations  1  Those  principles, 
certainly,  have  no  mere  temporary  or  local  scope.  They  lie  at  the 
basis  of  military  discipline.  They  are  suited  to  counterpoise  the 
tendencies  of  camp-life  to  immorality  and  irreligion.  They  shield  the 
Christian  soldier’s  conscience  from  violence,  and  his  physical  energies 
from  wanton  waste.  They  accord  with  universal  religious  convictions, 
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They  become  the  Government  of  a  great  Christian  nation  in  its 
conflict  with  a  gigantic  rebellion.  They  would  inspire  confidence 
among  Christian  patriots  that  the  costly  offering  of  their  sons  will  not 
involve  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  makes  them  dear  ;  and  that  the  surviv¬ 
ors  of  the  conflict  will  not  return  to  desolate  by- their  godlessness  the 
country  saved  by  their  valor.  And  they  recognize  that  relation  of  de¬ 
pendence  on  the  Divine  Arm  which  the  nation  has  been  taught  with 
awful  impressiveness,  but  to  which  public  expression  has  been  too  in¬ 
frequently  and  inadequately  given. 

The  soldiers  and  sailors  who  fight  the  battles  of  a  Christian 
people  should  not  trample  on  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  God. 
The  Divine  Arbiter  of  our  national  struggle  is  not  to  be  propitiated 
by  contempt  for  His  name  and  day.  Our  conviction  needs  to  be 
that  of  the  ancient  king  whose  victorious  reign  of  forty  years  was 
crowned  with  honor  and  might :  “  Thine,  0  Lord,  is  the  greatness, 
and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  and  the  victory,  and  the  majesty ; 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  O  Lord,  and  thou  art  exalted  above  all :  in  thine 
hand  is  power  and  might ;  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to 
give  strength  unto  all.”  *  Our  battle-cry  should  be  that  of  the  devout 
Ruler  who  led  580,000  men  to  complete  victory  over  a  million  foes  in 
the  plains  of  Zephatha  :  “  Lord,  it  is  nothing  with  thee  to  help,  whether 
with  many,  or  with  them  that  have  no  power  :  help  us,  0  Lord  our 
God  ;  for  we  rest  on  thee,  and  in  thy  name  we  go  against  this  multi¬ 
tude.”  f  We  must  not  forget  that  “  There  is  no  wisdom,  nor  under¬ 
standing,  nor  counsel,  against  the  Lord.  The  horse  is  prepared  against 
the  day  of  battle  ;  but  victory  is  of  the  LordP  The  voice  of  Wash¬ 
ington  thus  echoed  such  utterances  of  Revelation  to  the  Army 
of  the  Revolution,  and  now  to  the  Army  of  Restoration  :  “  We  can 

HAVE  LITTLE  HOPE  OF  THE  BLESSING  OF  HEAVEN  ON  OUR  ARMS,  IF  WE 
INSULT  IT  BY  OUR  IMPIETY  AND  FOLLY.” 

*  I  Chron.  xxix. :  11,  12.  \  II  Chron.  xiv. :  11. 
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JAMES  W.  BEEKMAN,  Recording  Secretary. 

RUSSELL  S.  COOK,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

J.  M.  MORRISON,  (President  of  Manhattan  Bank,)  Ireasurer. 


Office  of  the  Sabbath  Committee,  No.  21,  Bible  House, 
New  York,  September  22,  1862. 
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Resolutions  of  the  Saratoga  Sabbath  Meeting. 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  respectfully  recommended  to  the  National  and  State  authorities 
controlling  the  transportation  of  troops  to  employ  the  secular  days,  so  far  as  may  be 
practicable,  for  this  purpose  ;  and  that  the  commanders  of  our  armies  be  earnestly 
requested  to  respect  the  right  of  their  brave  soldiery  to  a  weekly  respite  from  avoid¬ 
able  toil  and  from  aggressive  warfare. 

Resolved ,  That  the  considerate  policy  of  the  Governor  and  Adjutant-General  of  New 
York,  and  the  public  authorities  of  some  other  States,  in  omitting  Sunday  from  the 
programme  for  starting  regiments  to  the  seat  of  war ;  and  the  wise  and  humane  gen¬ 
eral  orders  of  the  General  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  late  Flag-Officer 
of  the  Western  Gunboat  Fleet,  and  some  other  officers,  restraining  needless  parades, 
labor,  marches,  or  engagements  on  the  Lord’s  day,  furnish  precedents  worthy  of  uni¬ 
versal  imitation,  as  grateful  to  right-minded  citizens  as  they  are  consistent  with  the 
righteous  cause  which  has  called  the  nation  to  arms. 

Resolved' ,  lhat  the  New  York  Sabbath  Committee,  whose  prudent  and  successful 
efforts  entitle  them  to  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  be  requested  to  communicate  the 
action  of  this  meeting  to  our  National  and  State  authorities,  civil  and  military  ;  and  to 
take  such  further  action  as  may  tend  to  the  preservation  of  the  Christian  Sabbath  from 
needless  profanation  in  the  time  of  war. 

General  McClellan’s  Sabbath  Order. 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  ) 
General  Orders,  No.  7.  Washington,  Sept.  6th,  1861.  f 

The  Major-General  commanding  desires  and  requests  that  in  future  there  may  be 
more  perfect  respect  for  the  Sabbath  on  the  part  of  his  command.  We  are  fighting  in 
a  holy  cause,  and  should  endeavor  to  deserve  the  benign  favor  of  the  Creator.  Unless 
in  the  case  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy,  or  some  other  extreme  military  necessity,  it  is 
commended  to  commanding  officers,  that  all  work  shall  be  suspended  on  the  Sabbath  ; 
that  no  unnecessary  movements  shall  be  made  on  that  day  ;  that  the  men  shall,  so  far 
as  possible,  be  permitted  to  rest  from  their  labors  ;  that  they  shall  attend  divine  ser¬ 
vice  after  the  customary  Sunday  morning  inspection,  and  that  officers  and  men  shall 
alike  use  their  influence  to  insure  the  utmost  decorum  and  quiet  on  that  day.  The 
General  commanding  regards  this  as  no  idle  form  ;  one  day’s  rest  in  seven  is  necessary 
to  men  and  animals  :  more  than  this,  the  observance  of  the  holy  day  of  the  God  of 
Mercy  and  of  Putties  is  our  sacred  duty. 

Official:  A.  Y.  Colburn,  A.  A.  G.  GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN,  Maj.-Gen.  Com’g. 

Commodore  Foote’s  Order  against  Sabbath-breaking 

and  Profanity. 

General  Order,  No.  6.  Cairo,  December  17th,  1861. 

A  strict  observance  of  Sunday,  so  far  as  abstaining  from  all  unnecessary  work,  and 
giving  officers  and  men  the  opportunity  of  attending  public  worship  on  board,  will  be 
observed  by  all  persons  connected  with  the  flotilla.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  that  on  Sunday  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God  may  be  observed  on 
board  of  all  the  vessels  "composing  the  flotilla;  and  that  the  respective  commanders 
will,  either  themselves,  or  cause  other  persons  to  pronounce  prayers  publicly  on  Sun¬ 
day,  when  as  many  of  the  officers  and  men  as  can  be  spared  from  duty  may  attend 
the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God.  • 

Profane  sweating  being  forbidden  by  the  laws  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy, 
all  officers  and  men  will  strictly  observe  this  law  ;  and  every  officer  who  uses  profane 
language  towards  the  men  in  carrying  on  duty  will  be  held  amenable  for  such  gross 
violation  of  law  and  order.  Discipline,  to  be  permanent,  must  be  based  on  moral 
grounds;  and  officers  must  in  themselves  show  a  good  example  in  morals,  order,  and 
patriotism,  to  secure  these  qualities  in  the  men. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer  Com.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  waters. 

Gen.  "Washington’s  General  Order,  August  3d,  1776. 

That  the  troops  may  have  an  opportunity  of  attending  public  worship,  as  well  as  to 
take  some  rest  after  the  great  fatigue  they  have  gone  through,  the  General,  in  future,  ex¬ 
cuses  them  from  fatigue  duty  on  Sundays,  except  at  the  ship-yards,  or  on  special  occa¬ 
sions,  until  further  orders.  The  General  is  sorry  to  be  informed,  that  the  foolish  and 
wicked  practice  of  profane  cursing  and  swearing,  a  vice  hitherto  little  known  in  an 
American  army,  is  growing  into  fashion.  He  hopes  the  officers  will,  by  example  as  well 
as  influence,  endeavor  to  check  it,  and  that  both  they  and  the  men  will  reflect  that  we  can 
have  little  hope  of  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  our  arms,  if  we  insult  it  by  our  impiety  and 
folly.  Added  to  this,  it  is  a  vice  so  mean  and  low,  without  any  temptation,  that  every 
man  of  sense  and  character  detests  and  despises  it. — Sparks'  Writings  of  Washington , 
Yol.  iv.,  p.  28. 


